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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 12, chapter 6, article 12, Arizona Revised Statutes, 2 

is amended by adding section 12-716, to read: 3 
12-716.  Injury during criminal acts; civil actions; 4 

presumptions; definition 5 
A.  IF THE COURT FINDS BY A PREPONDERANCE OF THE EVIDENCE THAT A 6 

PLAINTIFF IS HARMED WHILE THE PLAINTIFF IS ATTEMPTING TO COMMIT, COMMITTING 7 
OR FLEEING AFTER HAVING COMMITTED OR ATTEMPTED TO COMMIT A FELONY CRIMINAL 8 
ACT, THE FOLLOWING PRESUMPTIONS APPLY TO ANY CIVIL LIABILITY ACTION OR CLAIM: 9 

1.  A VICTIM OR PEACE OFFICER IS PRESUMED TO BE ACTING REASONABLY IF 10 
THE VICTIM OR PEACE OFFICER THREATENS TO USE OR USES PHYSICAL FORCE OR DEADLY 11 
PHYSICAL FORCE TO EITHER: 12 

(a)  PROTECT HIMSELF AGAINST ANOTHER PERSON'S USE OR ATTEMPTED USE OF 13 
PHYSICAL FORCE OR DEADLY PHYSICAL FORCE. 14 

(b)  EFFECT AN ARREST OR PREVENT OR ASSIST IN PREVENTING A PLAINTIFF'S 15 
ESCAPE. 16 

2.  THIS STATE OR A POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THIS STATE IS PRESUMED TO 17 
HAVE REASONABLY HIRED AND TRAINED ITS PEACE OFFICERS TO USE PHYSICAL FORCE OR 18 
DEADLY PHYSICAL FORCE IF A PEACE OFFICER THREATENS TO USE OR USES PHYSICAL 19 
FORCE OR DEADLY PHYSICAL FORCE TO EITHER: 20 

(a)  PROTECT HIMSELF AGAINST ANOTHER PERSON'S USE OR ATTEMPTED USE OF 21 
PHYSICAL FORCE OR DEADLY PHYSICAL FORCE. 22 

(b)  EFFECT AN ARREST OR PREVENT OR ASSIST IN PREVENTING A PLAINTIFF'S 23 
ESCAPE. 24 

3.  THE POLICE TOOL PRODUCT THAT CAUSED THE PHYSICAL HARM IS PRESUMED 25 
NOT TO BE DEFECTIVE AND THE MANUFACTURER OF POLICE TOOLS IS PRESUMED NOT TO 26 
BE NEGLIGENT IF, BEFORE THE SALE BY THE MANUFACTURER, THE PRODUCT EITHER: 27 

(a)  CONFORMS WITH THE GENERALLY RECOGNIZED STATE OF THE ART APPLICABLE 28 
TO THE SAFETY OF THE PRODUCT AT THE TIME THE PRODUCT WAS DESIGNED, 29 
MANUFACTURED, PACKAGED AND LABELED. 30 

(b)  COMPLIES WITH ANY APPLICABLE CODE, STANDARD, REGULATION OR 31 
SPECIFICATION THAT IS ESTABLISHED, ADOPTED, PROMULGATED OR APPROVED BY THE 32 
UNITED STATES OR THIS STATE OR ANY AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES OR THIS STATE. 33 

B.  FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "POLICE TOOL PRODUCT" MEANS ANY 34 
WEAPON, SAFETY EQUIPMENT OR PRODUCT THAT IS USED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT.  35 
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